
 

MANATEE COUNTY  

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes – October 16, 2017 
 
Members who were Present:  Chairman Carol Whitmore, Vice-Chairman David Teitelbaum, Jack Rynerson, Jiten Patel, Vernon 

DeSear, Doug Copeland, Dale Sconyers, Mayor Wayne Poston, and Ed Chiles 

 

Members of Press were also in attendance. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00AM at Manatee County Admin Bldg, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton, Florida 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mayor Wayne Poston, seconded by Jack Rynerson, to approve the August 21, 2017 TDC 

Meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Public Comment 
1. Johnette Isham, Realize Bradenton, thanked TDC/CVB for the partnership and sponsorships of their events.  

Isham gave recap on:  Long Table event, new responsive website, and public art exhibits.  

 

2. Mayor Bill Shearon, City of Bradenton Beach, thanked TDC/CVB for the partnership and gave update on 

progress of day dock at Bridge Street Pier and the recent event that brought the Budweiser Clydesdales to 

Bridge Street.  All three island mayors are in full support of renovating the Anna Maria City Pier.  

 

County Administrator’s Update 

County Administrator Ed Hunzeker will give an update at a future TDC meeting.  Hunzeker’s contract was extended 

to January, 2019.   

 
Sarasota Bradenton Int’l. Airport (SRQ) Update 

Mark Stuckey gave update on SRQ including construction, new flights coming in/out of SRQ, future construction, 

effects of Hurricane Irma, thanked TDC/CVB for partnership and for help with negotiating with new airlines/flights. 

 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, alerted TDC that he may come back later in the year to ask for additional incentive 

monies to be put aside for negotiating with airlines for new flights. 

 

 

Trip Advisor Presentation 

Michelle Stewart, CVB Marketing Rep, introduced Carol Johnson, Trip Advisor rep for the CVB.  Johnson gave 

extensive presentation on how businesses can better optimize their listing/reviews on Trip Advisor website.  
 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, the CVB has added Trip Advisor directly to our new website, so people don’t leave 

our site to go to Trip Advisor’s site, where we could lose them to the competition. 
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Florida Maritime Museum Update 

Kristin Sweeting, Florida Maritime Museum, thanked TDC for partnership and help in funding the capital 

improvements to the Florida Maritime Museum’s facilities.  Sweeting gave update as to the capital improvements 

made to date, and reviewed the many amenities offered at the Museum and new Folk School. 

 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, this type of sponsorship is helping to maintain the old Florida characteristics, which 

will ultimately drive more visitors to Cortez Village. 

 

State of Tourism – Update 

Dr. Walter Klages, Research Data Services, gave update on July and August, 2017 research studies.   

 

Each TDC hotelier gave brief update on the business they are currently experiencing.  

 

Elliott Falcone, CVB Director, we may be recommending putting money in some markets of opportunity in the near 

future, including Texas and Scandinavia markets based on flights to SRQ and Tampa; he also gave update on 

Convention Center hotel.  

 

Discussion took place re:  new hotel rooms being added to the area in the near future. 

 

CVB Website 

Emily Knight, CVB Marketing Specialist, previewed the design of the CVB’s new responsive website, which will be 

mobile friendly, and go live the first week of November, 2017.  Knight introduced Amy Dawson and Aaron Reiser of 

Fahlgren Mortine, the CVB’s website reps, who gave a brief background on their company and then reviewed the 

functionality of the new website and how they re-designed the site based on the outcome of the CVB-held Focus 

Groups.    

 

Public Comment 

Lori Gale, Manatee County resident, thanked TDC for partnering with the Florida Maritime Museum; requested the 

CVB’s website be linked to the county parks and include local special events.  

 
New/Old Business  

1. Ed Chiles:  World Rowing was an ambitious feat and was a complete success due to the collaborative 

efforts between Manatee and Sarasota Counties. 

 

2. Mayor Wayne Poston:  was thrilled with the outcome of World Rowing event.   

 

3. Jiten Patel:  Because the event was televised around the world, the event will bring future business to the 

area; is excited about the CVB’s new website. 

 

4. Chairman Carol Whitmore:  Benderson has offered the Nathan Benderson Park for the Breast Cancer 

walk, showing the park is diversifying its efforts to draw other events; mentioned upcoming projects 

including Premier Sports Complex and Anna Maria City Pier; Commission is trying to get the legislature to 

expand the uses of TDC funding. 

 

5. Doug Copeland:  gave update on status of Anna Maria City Pier. 

 

6. Dale Sconyers:  Premier Sports Campus is a great revenue source, hopes that it remains a revenue source 

and not just a free park for the local community. 
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7. Jack Rynerson:  Delta Airlines is switching their aircraft with larger aircraft. 

 

8. Elliott Falcione:  importance of renovating the Anna Maria City Pier; County is currently doing extensive 

research and taking due diligence before thinking about purchasing Premier Sports Complex as a county 

asset; may need to call emergency TDC meeting in November to recommend TDC funding for the project; 

CVB renewed contract with Aqua (CVB’s ad agency) for another 5 years; we have changed the location of 

the next TDC meeting which will be held December 4 at Anna Maria City Hall at 9am.   

 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 11:20am 

 

These minutes are in draft form until approved at the December 4, 2017 TDC 

meeting. 


